YAMEN RUNNING TO A TOWN OF IGNORANCE

tlie world about, all because of the indifference of
the Manchus and the retaliatory spirit of the Chi-
nese villagers.

He spoke of the advantage that might be ob-
tained from the market fairs which rotated from
one village to another in the whole region of the
valleys about. These periodical village markets
were curiously named for the dates on which they
were held. The one to the north of Blue Valley
was called "The Two-five-eight Day Market77; the
one to the south, "The One-four-seven Day Mar-
ket"; and the one to the east, "The Four-three-
nine Day Market77; the numbers indicating the
days of the moons in which the markets were held.
In every moon there were nine days of market in
the district covering these three villages. Through
the medium of these markets the people could get
together for mutual benefit and progressive action.

"You should use these markets so that each
town may benefit by its intercourse with the
others,77 declared Sun. "Not one of these three
towns has anything to hold up as a model to the
others, for you are all in an ignorant and super-
stitious rut. You are starting for nowhere and
do not get very far at that. "Why do you not wake
up and remember that men can better their condi-
tion only by combined and honest efforts ?7 7

Such was the sense of the political preachings
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